5HOCKS fram

l..GFlvl?'f'n'ltl!ir'l it & woed we are Ml Familiar
with... our wehiches ae -
pended” on some bpe of
springs = be they feaf, coil. tor-
sion bar or air bag, The spring is
the hink Detveeen e 'El:l'l..l'g-
and 'I..Il'l-il:l'l..l"'lg- part of the wehi-
cle, amd itk function 5 [0 cusfon
thie rounghiness of ohe oadway Irom
the rmain pant of the wehicle. Motor
vehicle fwipension  speings  are
designed o tupport a specfic
W'Eighl; and to deflect o allow
the wheels to move with the |
irmeguianties of the oadwary and
FEDATY DD Eheir peessious position.
While (he springs do this quite
well, the thing they do not do is
MEUm 03 [he neural positon amd
stop thene withowt going through
simsaral rIrﬂH. A ihock abdorber
(o darmper) £ uded b coniral ihe
amount and severity of the
iprings rebounding cyces. The
shioci |5 probably the singke most
complex and oritical componend in
the sLEpenion

Miotor wehicle shock absorbers
have taken & variety of forms ower the years

half  cenmuny

hat  meard

the tubular shofk absorber has gone
through many refinements,

For more than 50 years, Bilitein has
Besery & force Wy Ehe UTCasiiive SLISDETRIDN
industry. From radng and testing in Al
fypes of competition including on e
eyt A off, 16 hhrrg A wapplier af ongl-
a3l equipimenil on BRI J.:Igl..l..‘I'_ Mercedes-
Benz, Porsche GM trucks amd others,
Balifein G Predowne Shack Absorbers hane
proven ther gualing

Thae m]nnw-ni cormentional beary bube
shocks ane mdsde with bodies oul from a
O af el [:.-bing. stamped Intommal
parts and comeequently iolerances e
oormpromised, Bilsbeink shock bodies ane
(n ok ey formed '.hl"lh.il;ﬂ"-ﬂ‘un'ﬂ'.h! seam-
less extrusion process which provides
superior strength along with Righ finish

Thie Bilstein front
shoCHT Wi s
oy thie soild axle
car fright) wene A
perfect march for
thee cuwes wie
replaced, wilh
thi adided

awanitage of 4
bit more travel.

Ar you'd
BEDECT, Daeing
around for a

tolerances. The
firsesa Bﬂ-ﬂ:.l' L]

Patented MNitragen
mated with a her & Toating”
solicd, sduction i

hviding L]
hardered  speel iy

chrome  plated
and polithed ihaft,  madhiesd '|'-F|Mﬂlg
componants and highct quaiity soals.
Cormbdned  weith affention to deétail,
Bilstein provides the closesl thing 1o a
hand buit thock availadie

Heait ix o of the major detnments b s per-
formance and ongesity of Ay Shook absorDor
Corwerticmnal IIIESJI:II"I'EE" dhast ks frap chie heeat withs
i e ok Dody and oo not et .:ltlJ-I:ql..I.rll.EI}'
digsipate, making them prorse o heat busd wup,
facle arl eveentual falune,

Bilstein® wnsque monoiube design allows the
excosive heat from B il 1S Eransfer oo e Suter

tion of the types of ride charscenstics ane: com-
fart: for the driver who swants masimuam ride com-
fort, with the wirtud elimination of “bobioming
o™ and vehicle Dway and sporm for the per-
formarce-minded driver, Bistedn “Sport” shocks
delver absolute mastery of the road suffsce.
Desagned to push a cark suspensdon 1o B1% per-
formance peak, these juperfinm Shooks are well
suited for ute with special prings. ano-sway bars
G bl SUSPETon upgrades.

Al of this taid and hadng eand the cdams
mace by the Biliksn fepreseriatives Al vanous
rade shows, including the NSRA Sreet Rod
Mationals, W thought an independant “road e
of their shocks on a couple of Sreed rods
weouldl b definithve, Having bwo mick30%
era wreel rods equipped with the bwo
mone LAl fypes of sreet rod front sus-
pereion jone a Mustang Il and the oiher

The Bilstein Gas Pressure Shock Abzorbers
monatebs detigr (i) alows excessive heat to
diszipate mone efficiently, climinating fade and
prolonging theck life ever & conventional tain
wbe shock [rightl.

A solicl el rigdine on A iraneverse spring]. both of
wihich | hane drven Tor seweral thousand miles,
ey would proide great platforms for gotting
impressions of the change Bitsien shocks wosdd
make with each type of vehicke. | know very well
hicwe bath cars perfarm a8 presently Squippoed, and
would be able o offer & good driving impression £
evaluation of them both afber cormerting 1o Bilsnem
Monotube Gas Pressunzed Shock Absorbers.

The Fact that the folks At Bilseein wiere 5o willing
tx cpcr fior T iched tokd s theey hiad confichenos that

Sormue of thee eamiest wene fiction-based and their
damping quaity could be “adjusted” By dhang
ing the presswe on the friction material
Angther early verpion was the lever
e which incorporated  Fusd-filled
chambers that damped the springs’
action... some of fhede wens alio
adjustatie. Somewhere around
the late 405, early 505, tubu-
gl | shook absorbers started
' to be widely used on modon
wehisches, and while they
have gone thiowugh all sons of
refinements,  they  have
remained the mainsiay for the
past 50 plus years. Even the
“soruts” fownnd on many of the
curremtly manufactured
macor vehicles ane based on
the fubular shodk absoriwer
design and principles. o

Bilsteint Wod Shodks come in
iboth non codover (14 part
numbers) and codl-oeer |10 part
numbers) styfes, depending on
the mounting dmenticns and
type of ride [comfort or sport|
detired, They alio have a long
liEt of part numbers o cower
rriche cars ansd classics,

surface of the ihock body and disspated mone
efficiently. The dividing psion ao permits the ol
to expand a5 heat builds. |preventing Seranon
[Poaming| and viscosity boss and alows the shock
b mairttain full dampeng 45 [CMPCTatuUres rsc.
Ride, nanding and comrol are sial A shod
abrorber prosddes. Compiomiie i one anea may
create a problern in ancther, BUL Silioein’ patent.
ed digressive valving climinates any compro-
mise. The rizing rate vahing of the Bien
shack prostces e necessary damping ho
react quicker 1o road conditiond withouwt
sacrificing ride comfiort. This oombination
of valving and the hgh pressee Nitrogen
gt WBEQE YOUT Gires o constant contact
with the road helping 1o engune safely
ihrough Detper Contnol.
Most shock absorber manufacturers
prerdide A minimem
One plece alloy rod  sHetion of shocks
guide & seal gystemm. 10 cowver a broad
range of applica-
tond. Bilitein shoos are builk for each spe-
cific application... hoary CAL IO A
goort wiility, pickup, motor home, and
micne recenthy street rods and other special
intensst vehicled huve Deen added. Bilstein
cngineers M into
SOCOLTE  EeryTerg
from exrErmal
dimensions, intermal
walding, Mounting
harcharane b3 weight and type of wehide.
The Bistein Rod Shocks, a5 caample, come
in both non collwer [14 different part nim-
bers) and coilower |10 different part num-
bers) styles, depending on e mouning

; e |

amd type of
ride |coemifort
oF it
desired.  They
Al have a
lorwg  Mst of
part numbers (o
Cower musche carg
and clasgics
Bisient  Eaplais-
The Mustang
shocks from
Bilztein jright| arge
their products would give a significant improyve
Fenil i the wary these types of vehiches would per-
form... and they wene right on.

Before instaling the Bilstein Gas  Presiwne
Ehocks, both vehicles had a tendanoy (o “danoe”
ower ireguilar pwashboard-like] surfaces. It wad ag
i the front ends were too heawily sprung, and
thenefore thens wai ke wpension mosement
They were ewen sensitive oo small rmpgulanties
bke a man-hole cover.,. not a harsh jolt, but it fele
iop the tires had consgiderably too mudh air pres-
sure. Both wehicles are equipped with anti-rall
[carmmanly refermed o as sway| bars, 5o neitiher

a dinect replace-
ment mem also.

exhibited a tendency 10 kan excesshady duning

coemering.

Rizing rate self-

adjusting digressive
warking plston.

Comaentianal ain tube
ihaekd trag Fpat.

Tree moad [ests proeecd
the clhims of the folks a2
Bilvbeiry b bee roee.., e ricke
af bBoth  wehicles  was
notable  smproved. The
improwement in the  soiid
axke car weak more obwious, but thae i
uicerstandabile a5 that tpe of suspen-
Zion is inherently less forghing that the
independent (Mustang 1) type susperr
som, The overall ridle of Peither el
wils compromised as it was #till finm as |
ke i, but both vehicles seemed to fioat
over Imeguilar wanshiboardHike road S
faces, And, af cruiting speed jon the
Inberilate), neither veache had as much
Taurch™ as before when crossing a

section,

Thee oree clairm that the Bilstein Tolks made that
whe are not able o prove or disprove i3 the clsirm
to longer life of the shocks... s, of Cowrse, will
Fense Do Coame with timee, But from wiat v expes
rienced 3o far, | will be able po oormenernt on that
At some time in the futune as Fm planning 1o stick
with the Bilstein shacks on the front of both cars
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